
 

 

Committee Report 
 

Committee Name:  Ad Hoc Legal Committee 

Location Date Time 

WebEx February 22, 2024 4:00 PM 

Board Members 

Vereliz Santana, Board Co-Vice President  
and Committee Chair  

 
Hasani Council, Board President 

 
Crystal Williams, Board Member 

Dawn Haynes, Board Co-Vice President 

District Liaison & Superintendent Representative 

 
Brenda C. Liss, General Counsel 

 
Havier Nazario, Chief of Staff 

  

Other District Staff 

Pamela Luke, Executive Legal Assistant  

Meeting Summary 

 
The Ad Hoc Legal Committee met on Thursday, February 22, 2024 and discussed the following items: 

- Pending Matters Update 
- New Matter 
- Request for Board Action 

  
Call to order:  4:04 p.m. 
Adjourn:  5:05 p.m. 

 

Item:  Pending Matters Update 

Lead(s):  B. Liss Priority/Strategy: 

 

General Counsel informed the committee of recent developments in the following matters: 

- 155 Jefferson Street:  landlord’s proposed modification of lease terms 

- Passe v. Newark Board of Education:  A jury returned a verdict in favor of the Board, dismissing a 

lawsuit by a former employee alleging reverse race discrimination  

- Friends of TEAM Academy Charter School v. Newark Board of Education:  The Acting 

Commissioner of Education denied a request for reconsideration by Friends of TEAM Academy 

and again dismissed a petition filed by that party, seeking dismissal of the Board’s lawsut against 

it which is pending in the Superior Court of New Jersey.  Friends of TEAM Academy has filed an 

appeal of the Commissioner’s decision. 

- OPRA:  The Superior Court of New Jersey has ordered disclosure of the settlement agreement 

with the Hanini Group relating to State Street School, and the district has complied with that 

order, 
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Item:  New Matter 

Lead(s):  B. Liss Priority/Strategy: 

 

Comments: 

The district is considering joining with many other school districts nationwide in litigation against social 

media companies, relating to the targeting of those companies’ platforms at children and teenagers.  The 

lawsuits allege negligence and public nuisance on the part of the companies, impacting students’ mental 

health and, as a result, burdening and interfering with our schools’ instructional programs.  Additional 

information will be provided to the Committee at a later meeting, which then will be shared with the full 

Board and, to the extent possible, with the public. 

 

Item:  Request for Board Action 

Lead(s):  B. Liss Priority/Strategy: 

 

The Committee discussed a request for Board action, as recommended by the Superintendent and 

General Counsel, authorizing the appointment of counsel to represent the Board in real estate matters.  

This request is on the agenda for this month’s regular meeting.  Board members with questions about this 

recommendation are encouraged to discuss them with the Superintendent or General Counsel. 

 

Board members are reminded that information relating to matters in pending or threatened litigation is 

confidential, no individual is authorized to waive the attorney-client privilege, and no one other than the 

Board President or Superintendent is permitted to comment on any matter on behalf of the Board unless 

specifically authorized to do so.   

  

The meeting adjourned at 5:05 PM. 


