
 ➔  Shared Reading/Poetry Lesson: Learning About Africa Shared Reading/ Poetry Notebooks
 ◆  We illustrate and continue practicing our fluency. 
 ◆  All week we discuss "visualizing" the poem as we read it. Throughout the week we talk about some of the pictures students are creating in their minds. 
 ◆  This is the time when students get to put their pictures in their mind down on paper. 

 ●  Choral or Partner Read “  Every Insect  .” 
 ●  Students have 10 Minutes to Illustrate the Poem. 
 ●  Continue to practice fluency with early finishers by partner reading the poem or use programs (like Garage Band, or app) to record reading. 

 Learning Assessments:  (How will teachers monitor student  learning throughout the lesson?) 
 ●  Checks for understanding 
 ●  Daily Instructional Task 
 ●  Key Teacher Questions Posed 
 ●  Student reflection 

 Differentiation: 
 ●  Key vocabulary terms and definitions can be provided to students 

 ahead of time in order to better comprehend the text as they read 
 independently. 

 ●  Discussing, clarifying, and breaking down the language of the 
 learning targets to ensure comprehension 

 ●  Present questions for students to see on the board as they are 
 discussed with the class 

 ●  Ask students to periodically self-assess their own learning to give an 
 idea of how much they accomplished over the course of the lesson 

 ●  If there are students who cannot complete this task, conduct a small 
 group guided writing lesson 

 Possible Misconceptions: 
 ●  Students may not have much knowledge about the content.  Thoroughly discuss 

 the illustrations to assist with comprehension. 

 Teacher Notes: 

 Lesson 11 

 Grade: 1  Unit: Insects  Instructional Days: 1 
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 Learning Intentions  Success Criteria 

 ●  I am learning how skilled readers construct meaning from a text. 
 ●  I am learning about the concept of thinking aloud. 
 ●  I am learning about poetry. 

 ●  I can identify which strategy (predict, use schema, ask questions, make 
 connections, use illustrations) is being used while the reader thinks aloud. 

 ●  I can discuss with a partner which strategy is being used and provide a reason 
 why. 

 ●  I can participate in Interactive Writing about the process of making honey. 
 ●  I can echo read a poem. 

 NJSLS Standards 

 ●  RL.CR.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a literary text e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 ●  RL.CI.1.2. Determine central message and retell a sequence of events in literary texts (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 ●  SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 (Students may discuss possible solutions to local and global problems caused by severe weather with peers and adults.) 
 ●  SL.PI.1.4. Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing ideas and feelings clearly. 
 ●  W.RW.1.7. Engage in discussion, drawing, and writing in brief but regular writing tasks. 
 ●  L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 ●  L.RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 Key Instructional Practices 

 Key Teacher Questions Posed During the Lesson: 
 ●  What did you notice? 
 ●  What is the setting? 
 ●  What predictions can you make about the boxes on the roof? 
 ●  What does forage mean? 
 ●  What does wail mean? 
 ●  Do the type of flowers that the bee gets the nectar from matter? 
 ●  How will Fred make the honey thick? 
 ●  What’s he going to do with all the honey? 

 ➔  Daily Instructional Task: Writing Task (Interactive writing) 
Lesson 11: Writing Task Chart
 ◆  Making Sense of Text: Summarizing and Retelling- recalling steps 

 in correct order 
 ●  Boys and girls, let's think about the process Fred goes through 

 to make honey. (When the class agrees on how to complete 
 each step, ask for a volunteer to come to the chart and take the 
 pen to complete the sentence. 

 ●  Let’s list the steps. 
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 Vocabulary: 
 ●  Forage 
 ●  wail 

 Learning Resources/Materials: 
 ●  Digital Copy of Book: honeybee man
 ● Lesson 11: Strategy Cards
 ● Honeybee Man: Think Aloud
 ● Lesson 11: Writing Task Chart

 Learning Procedures: 

 ➔  Think Alouds: 
 ◆  Think-alouds have been described as "eavesdropping on someone's thinking." 
 ◆  With this strategy, teachers verbalize aloud while reading a selection orally. 
 ◆  Their verbalizations include describing things they're doing as they read to monitor their comprehension. 
 ◆  The purpose of the think-aloud strategy is to model for students how skilled readers construct meaning from a text. Teacher Resource: 

 https://www.readingrockets.org/classroom/classroom-strategies/think-alouds 

 ➔  Introduce students to the concept of thinking aloud if it is new to them. Lesson 11: Strategy Cards
 ◆  You might say something like: “Today I am going to be reading The Honeybee Man.” You will know I am reading the text as I will be holding the book up, 

 with the pages facing you so you can see the illustration. 
 ◆  When I close the book and start talking, I will be doing a think aloud. 
 ◆  As I read and think aloud I want you to notice what strategy I am using each time I stop and think aloud. 
 ◆  You’ll be using your strategy cards and discussing the strategy you thought used with your partner. 
 ◆  Make sure students have these  on their ring: predict,  ask questions, use illustrations, make connections, and use schema. Lesson 11: Strategy Cards
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 ➔  Read Aloud: honeybee man Honeybee Man: Think Aloud
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 ➔  Daily Instructional Task: Writing Task (Interactive writing) Lesson 11: Writing Task Chart
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 ◆  Making Sense of Text: Summarizing and Retelling- recalling steps in correct order 
 ●  Boys and girls, let's think about the process Fred goes through to make honey. (When the class agrees on how to complete each step, ask for a 

 volunteer to come to the chart  and take the pen to  complete the sentence. 
 ●  Let’s list the steps. 

 ➔  Shared Reading/Poetry Lesson: Grade 1- Insect Unit: Poems
 ◆  Students get their new poem and glue it into their notebooks. I read the poem and students will follow along. Next, I read the poem and students "echo" 

 read the poem. Students get so excited to get a new poem on Mondays and as soon as it is passed out they begin looking for words they know so they 
 are ready for the week! 

 ●  Pass ou  t “  Queen Bee”  Students glue the poem in their  notebook. 
 ●  Read Poem  - Students Follow Along (using their finger) 
 ●  Reread Poem  - Students Echo 
 ●  Discuss  : Vocabulary words and Author 

 Learning Assessments:  (How will teachers monitor student  learning throughout the lesson?) 
 ●  Checks for understanding 
 ●  Daily Instructional Task 
 ●  Key Teacher Questions Posed 
 ●  Student reflection 

 Differentiation: 
 ●  Key vocabulary terms and definitions can be provided to students 

 ahead of time in order to better comprehend the text as they read 
 independently. 

 ●  Discussing, clarifying, and breaking down the language of the 
 learning targets to ensure comprehension 

 ●  Present questions for students to see on the board as they are 
 discussed with the class 

 ●  Chunking the text into smaller sections for deeper analysis 
 ●  Ask students to periodically self-assess their own learning to give an 

 idea of how much they accomplished over the course of the lesson 

 Possible Misconceptions: 
 ●  Students may not have much knowledge about the content.  Thoroughly discuss 

 the illustrations to assist with comprehension. 
 ●  Refer to information in the previous book to assist with understanding. 
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 Teacher Notes: 

 Lesson 12 

 Grade: 1  Unit: Insects  Instructional Days: 1 

 Learning Intentions  Success Criteria 

 ●  I am learning how skilled readers construct meaning from a text. 
 ●  I am learning about the main idea of a story. 
 ●  I am learning about poetry. 

 ●  I can identify which strategy (predict, use schema, ask questions, make 
 connections, use illustrations) is being used while the reader thinks aloud. 

 ●  I can discuss with a partner which strategy is being used and provide a reason 
 why. 

 ●  I can create a drawing that represents the main idea of the book that includes 
 captions. 

 ●  I can echo read and find punctuation in a poem. 

 NJSLS Standards 

 ●  RL.CI.1.2. Determine central message and retell a sequence of events in literary texts (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 ●  RL.MF.1.6. With prompting and support, use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events. 
 ●  W.IW.1.2. With prompts and support, write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information. (Students may compose text that 

 explains how plants and animals can change their environment.) 
 ●  W.RW.1.7. Engage in discussion, drawing, and writing in brief but regular writing tasks. 
 ●  L.RF.1.1. Demonstrate mastery of the organization and basic features of print (including those listed under L.RF.K.1); recognize and understand the 

 distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending punctuation). 
 ●  L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 ●  L.RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 
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 Key Instructional Practices 

 Key Teacher Questions Posed During the Lesson: 

 ●  What does the illustration show you? 
 ●  What is the main idea of the story? 

 Daily Instructional Task: Writing Task 

 ➔  Interactive Writing  and Individual Drawing 
 ◆  Boys and girls, let’s think about the main idea of this book we read. 

 What is this book mostly about? 
 ●  (Example: In this book we learn how Fred raises honeybees. 

 We learn the process for making honey. Have students record 
 their response through interactive writing.) 

 ●  Next ask students to contribute a drawing that represents the 
 main idea of the book that includes captions. You may want to 
 use and/or adapt the Junior Great Books’ rubric below as you 
 evaluate students’ learning. 

 Vocabulary: 
 ●  main idea 
 ●  nectar 

 Learning Resources/Materials: 
 ●  Digital Copy of Book: honeybee man
 ● Lesson 12 Think Aloud
 ●  Lesson Rubric: Unit 7 Insects Lesson 12 Rubric
 ● Main IdeaAnchor Chart

 Learning Procedures: 

 ➔  Read and Think Aloud: Lesson 12 Think Aloud honeybee man
 ◆  Continue thinking aloud process from the previous day. Take time to read the information at the end of the book 
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 ➔  Daily Instructional Task: Interactive Writing  and Individual Drawing 
 ◆  Boys and girls, let’s think about the main idea of this book we read. What is this book mostly about? 

 ●  (Example: In this book we learn how Fred raises honeybees. We learn the process for making honey. Have students record their response 
 through interactive writing.) 

 ●  Next ask students to contribute a drawing that represents the main idea of the book that includes captions. You may want to use and/or adapt 
 the Junior Great Books’ rubric below as you evaluate students’ learning. 

 Lesson 12 Rubric: Unit 7 Insects Lesson 12 Rubric
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 ➔  Shared Reading/Poetry: Grade 1- Insect Unit: Poems
 ◆  First, we will echo read the poem as a whole class. 
 ◆  Then we will go on a "punctuation hunt." We look for periods, commas, questions, exclamation marks etc.. One student finds these words on the 

 SMARTBoard while the rest of the class find them in their poem notebook. We search for commas and circle them in yellow and we circle ending 
 punctuation in red. (This part can be completed as a class or during literacy centers.) 

 ●  Read, “  Queen Bee  .  ” Students Echo Read. 
 ●  Look for punctuation and circle/ highlight: Periods, exclamation points, and question marks with a red crayon(this tells us to stop) 
 ●  Commas with a yellow crayon (this tells us to take a breath). 

 Learning Assessments:  (How will teachers monitor student  learning throughout the lesson?) 
 ●  Checks for understanding 
 ●  Daily Instructional Task 
 ●  Key Teacher Questions Posed 
 ●  Student reflection 

 Differentiation: 
 ●  Key vocabulary terms and definitions can be provided to students 

 ahead of time in order to better comprehend the text as they read 
 independently. 

 ●  Discussing, clarifying, and breaking down the language of the 
 learning targets to ensure comprehension 

 ●  Present questions for students to see on the board as they are 
 discussed with the class 

 ●  Chunking the text into smaller sections for deeper analysis 
 ●  Ask students to periodically self-assess their own learning to give an 

 idea of how much they accomplished over the course of the lesson 

 Possible Misconceptions: 
 ●  If students need assistance with the main idea, use this anchor chart as a 

 reference for discussion. Main IdeaAnchor Chart

 Teacher Notes: 
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 Lesson 13 

 Grade: 1  Unit: Insects  Instructional Days: 1 

 Learning Intentions  Success Criteria 

 ●  I am learning to infer by using picture clues. 
 ●  I am learning how to use evidence from a text to support my thinking. 
 ●  I am learning about poetry. 

 ●  I can recall and define previously learned vocabulary. 
 ●  I can ask my partner the question, “Why does the honey from Fred’s bees have 

 more than one taste?" and listen to their response. 
 ●  I can write an explanation and use evidence from the text to support my opinion. 
 ●  I can echo read a poem and find word wall words within the poem. 

 NJSLS Standards 

 ●  RL.MF.1.6. With prompting and support, use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events. 
 ●  SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 (Students may discuss possible  solutions to local and global problems caused by severe weather with peers and adults.) 
 ●  SL.II.1.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
 ●  SL.ES.1.3. Ask and answer questions about what a speaker says in order to gather additional information or clarify something that is not understood. 
 ●  SL.AS.1.6. Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 
 ●  W.IW.1.2. With prompts and support, write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information. (Students may compose text that 

 explains how plants and animals can change their environment.) 
 ●  W.RW.1.7. Engage in discussion, drawing, and writing in brief but regular writing tasks. 
 ●  L.WF.1.1. Demonstrate command of the conventions of writing. 
 ●  L.RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. F. Read high-frequency and grade-level irregular words with 

 automaticity (e.g. fly, walk, old). G. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts that are irregular. 
 ●  L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 ●  L.RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 Key Instructional Practices 

 Key Teacher Questions Posed During the Lesson: 

 ●  Why does the honey from Fred’s bees have more than one taste? 

 Daily Instructional Task: Writing Task 

 ➔  Tell students: The main idea of this story is how honey gets its taste. 
 ➔  Why does the honey from Fred’s bees have more than one taste? 

 ◆  Think, Pair, and Share with your partner. 
 ●  Remind students to ask questions of their partner if they need 

 to better understand something their partner has said. 
 ◆  Strategy- Using what they know: Activating Background Knowledge- 

 Talking with others about what you know 
 ●  Teacher model: 

 ○  We can’t know everything about everything, so 
 sometimes when I read after I try to make connections 
 to the text and things I might know, I still might not 
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 understand. When this happens I like to talk with a 
 friend to see if they might know something I don’t about 
 what we are reading. Our talk can help us understand 
 the book in better ways! 

 ◆  Then, through guided writing, write an explanation. Use evidence from 
 the text to support your answer. 

 ●  Example of an answer (responses may vary but should 
 resemble the following): 

 Vocabulary: 
 ●  Brownstone 
 ●  inhale 
 ●  tidy 
 ●  forage 
 ●  amber 
 ●  propeller 
 ●  blare 
 ●  burrow 
 ●  banish 
 ●  stoop 

 Learning Resources/Materials: 
 ●  Digital Copy of Book: honeybee man
 ●  Think Pair Share Video  (Teacher reference) 
 ● Lesson 13 Vocabulary Chart
 ●  Lesson Rubric: Unit 7 Insects Lesson 13 Rubric

 Learning Procedures: 

 ➔  Vocabulary Inference Chart Lesson 13 Vocabulary Chart
 ◆  Show students the chart you have made that lists the vocabulary words and an image for each word. 
 ◆  Say the first word aloud (brownstone) and ask students if they have an idea of what that word means. 
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 ➔  Vocabulary and Concept Knowledge: gathering insight and using what you know to figure out unfamiliar words, as well as, using clues while 
 rereading to figure out words 

 ◆  Teacher model: 
 ●  I find it helpful when I come across a word that I don't know. If you think about something it reminds me of something that I do know something 

 about. I find a word I do know, and then think about all the things I know about that word. For example, if it was the word puppy I might think of: 
 playful, fuzzy, cute, energy, baby, tail, wagging, and dog. Remember good readers make connections between what they have read and what 
 they know to help them understand things they might have not seen before now. 

 ●  Move on to the next word and complete saying aloud each word, showing the picture and asking students for any insights they have about the 
 words. 

 ●  Explain to students that you will be rereading the story. Ask students to put a thumb up when they hear one of these words so you can stop and 
 together discuss what the word means. 

 ●  Stop and write the explanation in the space on the chart for each word. 
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 ➔  Read Aloud: honeybee man

 ➔  Daily Instructional Task: 
 ◆  Tell students: The main idea of this story is how honey gets its taste. 
 ◆  Why does the honey from Fred’s bees have more than one taste? 
 ◆  Think, Pair, and Share with your partner. 
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 ●  Remind students to ask questions of their partner if they need to better understand something their partner has said. 
 ◆  Strategy- Using what they know: Activating Background Knowledge- Talking with others about what you know 

 ●  Teacher model: 
 ○  We can’t know everything about everything, so sometimes when I read after I try to make connections to the text and things I might 

 know, I still might not understand. When this happens I like to talk with a friend to see if they might know something I don’t about what 
 we are reading. Our talk can help us understand the book in better ways! 

 ◆  Then, through guided writing, write an explanation. Use evidence from the text to support your answer. 
 ●  Example of an answer (responses may vary but should resemble the following): 

 ➔  Alternate Daily Instructional Task: 
 ◆  Students can complete task independently. 
 ◆  Lesson 13 Rubric: Unit 7 Insects Lesson 13 Rubric
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 ➔  Shared Reading/Poetry Lesson  : Grade 1- Insect Unit: Poems
 ◆  We always begin by echo reading the poem. By this time in the week, depending on the difficulty of the poem, sometimes students are able to lead the 

 reading, other times I am still reading it first. 
 ◆  Then, we go on a word wall hunt. This is an easy way to interact with the text. We look for all of the word wall words in our poem notebooks and circle 

 them in blue. Some poems definitely have more than others but as I explain to my kids-word wall words are everywhere so it's important we know and 
 recognize them! Again one student is always the leader on the SMART- Board and this time another student uses a pointer to point to the word wall 
 words on our actual word wall as we find them. 

 ●  Read “  Queen Bee  .  ” Students Echo Read. 
 ●  (Second half of the year students can lead the echo reading) 
 ●  Repeat  this a Second Time 
 ●  Students look and circle/highlight word wall words with blue crayon 

 Learning Assessments:  (How will teachers monitor student  learning throughout the lesson?) 
 ●  Checks for understanding 
 ●  Daily Instructional Task 
 ●  Key Teacher Questions Posed 
 ●  Student reflection 

 Differentiation: 
 ●  Key vocabulary terms and definitions can be provided to students 

 ahead of time in order to better comprehend the text as they read 
 independently. 

 ●  Discussing, clarifying, and breaking down the language of the 
 learning targets to ensure comprehension 

 ●  Present questions for students to see on the board as they are 
 discussed with the class 

 ●  Ask students to periodically self-assess their own learning to give an 
 idea of how much they accomplished over the course of the lesson 

 ●  Students can complete task independently. 

 Possible Misconceptions: 
 ●  If students are struggling with vocabulary words, use the think aloud strategy to 

 help with making connections for students. 

 Teacher Notes: 
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 Lesson 14 

 Grade: 1  Unit: Insects  Instructional Days: 1 

 Learning Intentions  Success Criteria 

 ●  I am learning about the topic of fireflies. 
 ●  I am learning how to find facts. 
 ●  I am learning about poetry. 

 ●  I can identify facts about fireflies by asking myself, “Can the statement be 
 proved?” 

 ●  I can listen and ask my partner about one thing they learned about fireflies. 
 ●  I can share a fact I learned while participating in Shared Writing. 
 ●  I can echo read and find rhyming words in a poem. 

 NJSLS Standards 

 ●  RI.CR.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in an informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 ●  RI.IT.1.3. Describe relationships among pieces of information (e.g. sequence of events, steps in a process, cause-effect and compare-contrast relationships) 

 within a text. 
 ●  RI.MF.1.6. With prompting and support, use text features (e.g. diagrams, tables, animations) to describe key ideas. (In a science unit students may look at data 

 that indicates the impacts humans have on land, water, air, and/or other living things in the local environment and describe the key ideas that are presented in 
 the data.) 

 ●  SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
 (Students may discuss possible  solutions to local and global problems caused by severe weather with peers and adults.) 

 ●  SL.II.1.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
 ●  W.IW.1.2. With prompts and support, write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information. (Students may compose text that 

 explains how plants and animals can change their environment.) 
 ●  W.RW.1.7. Engage in discussion, drawing, and writing in brief but regular writing tasks. 
 ●  L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 ●  L.RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 Key Instructional Practices 

 Key Teacher Questions Posed During the Lesson: 

 ●  What are some new facts you learned about fireflies? 
 ●  How can the statements be proved? 
 ●  What do all these facts help us to know about fireflies? 

 Daily Instructional Task: Writing Task 

 ➔  Reread the chart of facts. Ask students: What do all these facts help us to know 
 about fireflies? 

 ➔  Write an answer using shared writing. 
 ➔  Example: 
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 ➔ 
 ➔  Alternatively, the task may be completed independently. 

 Vocabulary: 
 ●  Beetles 
 ●  abdomen 
 ●  gills 

 Learning Resources/Materials: 
 ●  Digital Copy of Book: Fireflies by Megan E. Bryant
 ● Lesson 14: Firefly facts chart

 Learning Procedures: 

 ➔  Book Introduction: (Read pages 4-13) Fireflies by Megan E. Bryant Lesson 14: Firefly facts chart
 ◆  Like the ant and the honeybee, fireflies are insects too. Did you know that the greenish light that these bugs emit is meant to attract a mate? This is just 

 one of the interesting facts we will learn about in Fireflies! 
 ●  As I read aloud the first few pages your job is to listen and watch how I read and identify new facts about fireflies that I learn. 
 ●  Read aloud pp. 4-9 
 ●  Model how you identify a fact by asking, Can the statement be proved? Chart new facts. 
 ●  Turn and tell your partner how I determined facts about fireflies. 
 ●  Are you ready to try identifying facts? Read aloud pp. 10-13 and help children to identify facts by asking if the statement can be proved. 
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 ➔  Daily Instructional Task: 
 ◆  Reread the chart of facts. Ask students: What do all these facts help us to know about fireflies? 
 ◆  Write an answer using shared writing. 
 ◆  Example: 
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 ◆ 
 ◆  Alternatively, the task may be completed independently. 

 ➔  Shared Reading/Poetry Lesson: Grade 1- Insect Unit: Poems
 ◆  We begin by echo reading the poem. 
 ◆  Next, we find rhyming words throughout our poems. We discuss if words are patterned or not. We also talk about words that look alike and sound alike 

 and try to think of other words to go with these word patterns.I always find myself saying..."if you know how to read and write the word _____ then you 
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 know how to read and write SO many other words!" As my kids are circling their words (this time in orange) directly in their poem notebooks, a student 
 leader is doing it on the SMARTBoard for other kids to see. 

 ●  Student chooses from the “READ READ READ Box  ” (This  is a box filled with silly ways to read things) 
 ●  We read “  Queen Bee  .” in a silly way 
 ●  Listen for rhyming words and highlight them in orange. 

 Learning Assessments:  (How will teachers monitor student  learning throughout the lesson?) 
 ●  Checks for understanding 
 ●  Daily Instructional Task 
 ●  Key Teacher Questions Posed 
 ●  Student reflection 

 Differentiation: 
 ●  Key vocabulary terms and definitions can be provided to students 

 ahead of time in order to better comprehend the text as they read 
 independently. 

 ●  Discussing, clarifying, and breaking down the language of the 
 learning targets to ensure comprehension 

 ●  Present questions for students to see on the board as they are 
 discussed with the class 

 ●  Chunking the text into smaller sections for deeper analysis 
 ●  Ask students to periodically self-assess their own learning to give an 

 idea of how much they accomplished over the course of the lesson 

 Possible Misconceptions: 
 ●  Take time to thoroughly discuss content and illustrations to facilitate 

 comprehension. 

 Teacher Notes: 

 Lesson 15 

 Grade: 1  Unit: Insects  Instructional Days: 1 

 Learning Intentions  Success Criteria 

 ●  I am learning how and why fireflies light up. 
 ●  I am learning how to find facts. 
 ●  I am learning about poetry. 

 ●  I can identify facts about how and why fireflies light up and add onto our class 
 chart. 

 ●  I can listen and ask my partner about one thing they learned about fireflies and 
 how they light up. 

 ●  I can echo/choral read and illustrate a poem. 

 NJSLS Standards 

 ●  RI.CR.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in an informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 ●  RI.IT.1.3. Describe relationships among pieces of information (e.g. sequence of events, steps in a process, cause-effect and compare-contrast relationships) 

 within a text. 
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 ●  RI.MF.1.6. With prompting and support, use text features (e.g. diagrams, tables, animations) to describe key ideas. (In a science unit students may look at data 
 that indicates the impacts humans have on land, water, air, and/or other living things in the local environment and describe the key ideas that are presented in 
 the data.) 

 ●  SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
 (Students may discuss possible  solutions to local and global problems caused by severe weather with peers and adults.) 

 ●  SL.II.1.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
 ●  W.IW.1.2. With prompts and support, write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information. (Students may compose text that 

 explains how plants and animals can change their environment.) 
 ●  L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 ●  L.RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 Key Instructional Practices 

 Key Teacher Questions Posed During the Lesson: 

 ●  How do fireflies light up? 
 ●  Why do fireflies glow? 

 Daily Instructional Task: Writing Task 

 ➔  Writing Task 
 ◆  What new information did we learn about fireflies today? (Add to the 

 chart that we began the previous day). 
 ◆  Complete a shared writing assignment on firefly facts. 
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 Vocabulary: 
 ●  mate 
 ●  abdomen 
 ●  species 
 ●  flash 

 Learning Resources/Materials: 
 ●  Digital Copy of Book: Fireflies by Megan E. Bryant
 ● Lesson 15 Fireflies Fact Chart

 Learning Procedures: 

 ➔  Read Aloud  (p14-23) 
 ◆  Today we will learn how and why fireflies light up. As I read the first two pages, listen carefully so you can say to your partner what you learned about 

 fireflies and how they light up. 
 ◆  Read pages 14-15 

 ➔  Strategy:  Using What They Know Activating Background  Knowledge- talking with others about what you know. 
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 ◆  We can’t know everything about everything, so sometimes when I read after I try to make connections to the text and things I might know, I still might not 
 understand. 

 ◆  When this happens I like to talk with a friend to see if they might know something I don’t about what we are reading. 
 ◆  Our talk can help us understand the book in better ways! 

 ➔  Turn and Talk: Lesson 15 Fireflies Fact Chart
 ◆  Ask students to turn and tell their partner one thing they learned about how fireflies lights up. Begin by saying, ‘I learned...’” 
 ◆  Record new facts about fireflies on a chart. 
 ◆  Now we will learn why fireflies glow. 
 ◆  As I read the next few pages (16-23) listen carefully so you can say to your partner what you learned about fireflies. 
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 ➔  Daily Instructional Task:  Writing Task 
 ◆  What new information did we learn about fireflies today? (Add to the chart that we began the previous day). 
 ◆  Complete a shared writing assignment on firefly facts. 
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 ➔  Shared Reading/Poetry Lesson: Learning About Africa Shared Reading/ Poetry Notebooks
 ◆  We illustrate and continue practicing our fluency. 
 ◆  All week we discuss "visualizing" the poem as we read it. Throughout the week we talk about some of the pictures students are creating in their minds. 
 ◆  This is the time when students get to put their pictures in their mind down on paper. 

 ●  Choral or Partner Read “  Queen Bee  .” 
 ●  Students have 10 Minutes to Illustrate the Poem. 
 ●  Continue to practice fluency with early finishers by partner reading the poem or use programs (like Garage Band, or app) to record reading. 

 Learning Assessments:  (How will teachers monitor student  learning throughout the lesson?) 
 ●  Checks for understanding 
 ●  Skills Trackers 
 ●  Daily Instructional Task 
 ●  Key Teacher Questions Posed 
 ●  Student reflection 

 Differentiation:  Possible Misconceptions: 
 ●  Students may have difficulty understanding flash patterns.  Demonstrate flashes 

 with the lights in the classroom or show a video to demonstrate. 
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 ●  Key vocabulary terms and definitions can be provided to students 
 ahead of time in order to better comprehend the text as they read 
 independently. 

 ●  Discussing, clarifying, and breaking down the language of the 
 learning targets to ensure comprehension 

 ●  Present questions for students to see on the board as they are 
 discussed with the class 

 ●  Ask students to periodically self-assess their own learning to give an 
 idea of how much they accomplished over the course of the lesson 

 ●  Students can complete daily instructional task individually if able to do 
 so. 

 Teacher Notes: 

 Lesson 16 

 Grade: 1  Unit: Insects  Instructional Days: 1 

 Learning Intentions  Success Criteria 

 ●  I am learning to find facts. 
 ●  I am learning about the life cycle of fireflies. 
 ●  I am learning about poetry. 

 ●  I can share with a partner one thing I learned about the life cycle of fireflies. 
 ●  I can share what I learned about the life cycle of a firefly while participating in 

 Shared Writing. 
 ●  I can echo read a poem. 

 NJSLS Standards 

 ●  RI.CR.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in an informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 ●  RI.IT.1.3. Describe relationships among pieces of information (e.g. sequence of events, steps in a process, cause-effect and compare-contrast relationships) 

 within a text. 
 ●  RI.MF.1.6. With prompting and support, use text features (e.g. diagrams, tables, animations) to describe key ideas. (In a science unit students may look at data 

 that indicates the impacts humans have on land, water, air, and/or other living things in the local environment and describe the key ideas that are presented in 
 the data.) 

 ●  SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
 (Students may discuss possible  solutions to local and global problems caused by severe weather with peers and adults.) 

 ●  SL.II.1.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
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 ●  W.IW.1.2. With prompts and support, write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information. (Students may compose text that 
 explains how plants and animals can change their environment.) 

 ●  L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 ●  L.RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 Key Instructional Practices 

 Key Teacher Questions Posed During the Lesson: 

 ●  How do fireflies light up? 
 ●  Why do fireflies glow? 

 Daily Instructional Task: Writing Task 

 ➔  Shared Writing Task 
 ◆  What new information did we learn about fireflies today? Add to the 

 chart with Fireflies Facts  . 
 ◆  Writing: What is the lifecycle of fireflies? 

 Vocabulary: 
 ●  life cycle 

 Learning Resources/Materials: 
 ●  Digital Copy of Book: Fireflies by Megan E. Bryant
 ● Lesson 16 Fireflies Facts Chart
 ● Lesson 16 Shared writing task
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 Learning Procedures: 

 ➔  Read Aloud  (p24-35) 
 ◆  Read pages 24-25. 
 ◆  Ask students to listen carefully so they can say to their partner what each learned about the lifecycle of fireflies. 
 ◆  Remind students they have studied the life cycle of ants and honey bees. 

 ➔  Strategy- Using What They Know Activating Background Knowledge- talking with others about what you know 
 ◆  Teacher model: 

 ●  Remember what we discussed the other day about how we can’t know everything about everything. 
 ●  I shared that sometimes when I read I try to make connections to the text and things I might know, I still might not understand. 
 ●  When this happens I like to talk with a friend to see if they might know something I don’t about what we are reading. 
 ●  Our talk can help us understand the book in better ways! 

 ◆  Turn and tell your partner one thing you learned about the life cycle of fireflies. Begin by saying, ‘I learned...’” 
 ◆  Record new facts about firefly’s life cycle on a chart. 
 ◆  As I read the next few pages (28-35) listen carefully so you can say to your partner what you learned about fireflies. 

 ➔  Daily Instructional Task:  Shared Writing Task Lesson 16 Fireflies Facts Chart
 ◆  What new information did we learn about fireflies today? Add to the  chart with Fireflies Facts  . 
 ◆  Writing: What is the lifecycle of fireflies? 
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 ➔  Shared Reading/Poetry Lesson 1: Grade 1- Insect Unit: Poems
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 ◆  Students get their new poem and glue it into their notebooks. I read the poem and students will follow along. Next, I read the poem and students "echo" 
 read the poem. Students get so excited to get a new poem on Mondays and as soon as it is passed out they begin looking for words they know so they 
 are ready for the week! 

 ●  Pass ou  t “  If YouCatch a Firefly”  Students glue the  poem in their notebook. 
 ●  Read Poem  - Students Follow Along (using their finger) 
 ●  Reread Poem  - Students Echo 
 ●  Discuss  : Vocabulary words and Author 

 Learning Assessments:  (How will teachers monitor student  learning throughout the lesson?) 
 ●  Checks for understanding 
 ●  Daily Instructional Task 
 ●  Key Teacher Questions Posed 
 ●  Student reflection 

 Differentiation: 
 ●  Key vocabulary terms and definitions can be provided to students 

 ahead of time in order to better comprehend the text as they read 
 independently. 

 ●  Discussing, clarifying, and breaking down the language of the 
 learning targets to ensure comprehension 

 ●  Present questions for students to see on the board as they are 
 discussed with the class 

 ●  Chunking the text into smaller sections for deeper analysis 
 ●  Ask students to periodically self-assess their own learning to give an 

 idea of how much they accomplished over the course of the lesson 

 Possible Misconceptions: 
 ●  Refer to previous life cycle charts for students who need support. 

 Teacher Notes: 

 Lesson 17 

 Grade: 1  Unit: Insects  Instructional Days: 1 

 Learning Intentions  Success Criteria 

 ●  I am learning to find facts. 
 ●  I am learning about how scientists use fireflies to cure diseases. 

 ●  I can share with a partner one thing I learned about how fireflies help to cure 
 diseases. 
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 ●  I am learning about poetry.  ●  I can share what I learned about how scientists use fireflies while participating in 
 Shared Writing. 

 ●  I can create an illustration for our All About Fireflies Book. 
 ●  I can echo read and find punctuation in a poem. 

 NJSLS Standards 

 ●  RI.CR.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in an informational text (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 ●  RI.IT.1.3. Describe relationships among pieces of information (e.g. sequence of events, steps in a process, cause-effect and compare-contrast relationships) 

 within a text. 
 ●  RI.MF.1.6. With prompting and support, use text features (e.g. diagrams, tables, animations) to describe key ideas. (In a science unit students may look at data 

 that indicates the impacts humans have on land, water, air, and/or other living things in the local environment and describe the key ideas that are presented in 
 the data.) 

 ●  SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 
 (Students may discuss possible  solutions to local and global problems caused by severe weather with peers and adults.) 

 ●  SL.II.1.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
 ●  W.IW.1.2. With prompts and support, write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information. (Students may compose text that 

 explains how plants and animals can change their environment.) 
 ●  L.RF.1.1. Demonstrate mastery of the organization and basic features of print (including those listed under L.RF.K.1); recognize and understand the 

 distinguishing features of a sentence (e.g., first word, capitalization, ending punctuation). 
 ●  L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 ●  L.RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 Key Instructional Practices 

 Key Teacher Questions Posed During the Lesson: 

 ●  How do fireflies help cure diseases? 
 ●  What is a new fact you learned about fireflies? 

 Culminating Task: All About Book 

 ➔  Make an All About Fireflies Book using the shared writing from Lessons 14-17. 
 Your book may look like the example that follows. 

 ➔  Invite students to illustrate the cover and each page. 
 ➔  Post the book first as a WALL STORY. Then after the unit is complete, bind it 

 and place it in the classroom library for children to reread. 

 Vocabulary: 
 ●  genes 

 Learning Resources/Materials: 
 ●  Digital Copy of Book: Fireflies by Megan E. Bryant
 ● Lesson 17: Fireflies Facts Chart
 ● Lesson 17: All About Fireflies Book

 Learning Procedures: 

 ➔  Read Aloud (p36-48) Lesson 17: Fireflies Facts Chart Fireflies by Megan E. Bryant
 ◆  Read pages 36-48. 
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 ◆  Ask students to listen carefully so they can share with their partner what they learned about how scientists use fireflies to cure diseases. 
 ◆  Remind students they have studied the life cycle of ants and honey bees. 

 ➔  Record new facts  about what scientists did and used  to cure diseases. 

 ➔  Culminating Task: All About Book     Lesson 17: All About Fireflies Book
 ◆  Make an  All About Fireflies Book  using the shared  writing from Lessons 14-17. Your book may look like the example that follows. 
 ◆  Invite students to illustrate the cover and each page. 
 ◆  Post the book first as a WALL STORY. Then after the unit is complete, bind it and place it in the classroom library for children to reread. 
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 ➔  Shared Reading/Poetry: Grade 1- Insect Unit: Poems
 ◆  First, we will echo read the poem as a whole class. 
 ◆  Then we will go on a "punctuation hunt." We look for periods, commas, questions, exclamation marks etc.. One student finds these words on the 

 SMARTBoard while the rest of the class find them in their poem notebook. We search for commas and circle them in yellow and we circle ending 
 punctuation in red. (This part can be completed as a class or during literacy centers.) 

 ●  Read, “  If You Catch a Firefly  .  ” Students Echo Read. 
 ●  Look for punctuation and circle/ highlight: Periods, exclamation points, and question marks with a red crayon(this tells us to stop) 
 ●  Commas with a yellow crayon (this tells us to take a breath). 

 Learning Assessments:  (How will teachers monitor student  learning throughout the lesson?) 
 ●  Checks for understanding 
 ●  Daily Instructional Task 
 ●  Key Teacher Questions Posed 
 ●  Student reflection 

 Differentiation: 
 ●  Key vocabulary terms and definitions can be provided to students 

 ahead of time in order to better comprehend the text as they read 
 independently. 

 ●  Discussing, clarifying, and breaking down the language of the 
 learning targets to ensure comprehension 

 ●  Present questions for students to see on the board as they are 
 discussed with the class 

 ●  Chunking the text into smaller sections for deeper analysis 
 ●  Ask students to periodically self-assess their own learning to give an 

 idea of how much they accomplished over the course of the lesson 

 Possible Misconceptions: 
 ●  Go back and review as necessary. 

 Teacher Notes: 
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 Lesson 18 

 Grade: 1  Unit: Insects  Instructional Days: 1 

 Learning Intentions  Success Criteria 

 ●  I am learning to find the theme of a story. 
 ●  I am learning how using Thinking Strips can help me retell a story. 
 ●  I am learning about poetry. 

 ●  I can use my thinking strip illustrations to help retell the story to my partner 
 including the setting, characters, plot, problem and resolution. 

 ●  I can write and/or draw the big idea in the last box of my thinking strip. 
 ●  I can echo read a poem and find word wall words within the poem. 

 NJSLS Standards 

 ●  RL.CI.1.2. Determine central message and retell a sequence of events in literary texts (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 ●  RL.MF.1.6. With prompting and support, use illustrations and details in a story to describe its characters, setting, or events. 
 ●  SL.II.1.2. Ask and answer questions about key details in a text read aloud or information presented orally or through other media. 
 ●  SL.UM.1.5. Add drawings or other visual displays to descriptions when appropriate to clarify ideas, thoughts, and feelings. 
 ●  W.RW.1.7. Engage in discussion, drawing, and writing in brief but regular writing tasks. 
 ●  L.RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. F. Read high-frequency and grade-level irregular words with 

 automaticity (e.g. fly, walk, old). G. Recognize the parts of high-frequency words that are regular and the parts that are irregular. 
 ●  L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 

 Key Instructional Practices 

 Key Teacher Questions Posed During the Lesson: 

 ●  Have you ever caught fireflies? 
 ●  What was it like? 
 ●  What time of year was it? 
 ●  What did you put the fireflies in when you caught them?What do you 

 think Julie Brinckloe wanted us to understand? 
 ●  What was the big idea? 

 Daily Instructional Task: 
 ●  Thinking Strips 

 ○  Have students return to their thinking strips and write and/or draw the 
 big idea in the last box. 

 ○  What did Brinckloe want us to understand? 
 ○  Collect children’s thinking strips. Assess (not evaluate) what students 

 learned and thought about. 

 Vocabulary: 
 ● 

 Learning Resources/Materials: 
 ●  Digital Copy of Book: Fireflies!
 ● Lesson 18: Thinking Strips
 ● Lesson 18 Stopping Points

 Learning Procedures: 

 ➔  Before Reading 
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 ◆  Have you ever caught fireflies? 
 ◆  What was it like? 
 ◆  What time of year was it? 
 ◆  What did you put the fireflies in when you caught them? 

 ➔  Thinking Strips Lesson 18: Thinking Strips
 ◆  To make a thinking strip take a sheet of 8 1/2 x 11 paper cut in half and taped together in the center and folded to make six boxes. 
 ◆  Make sure each child has a clipboard, a formatted thinking strip, and a pencil, with the thinking strip and the pencil fastened under the clip. 
 ◆  As I read, I like to stop and draw a quick picture of an important part of the story. Before I draw, I think back to what I just read and decide which part I 

 want to sketch. My drawings will help me remember important parts of the story, as well as retell the story in order. 
 ◆  Tell them that you will be stopping five times while reading so that they will have an opportunity to record their thoughts. 
 ◆  Remind them to leave the last box empty so that they can draw the big idea from the story after they confer with a partner. 

 ➔ Lesson 18 Stopping Points
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 ➔  After you finish read aloud, invite students to partner and retell the story using their thinking strips to guide their thinking. 
 ◆  Listen in on these retellings and see how well the students are able to retell the setting, characters, plot, problem and resolution. 

 ➔  As a whole group ask students, “What do you think Julie Brinckloe wanted us to understand?" Discuss. 

 ➔  Daily Instructional Task: Thinking Strips 
 ◆  Have students return to their thinking strips and write and/or draw the big idea in the last box. 
 ◆  What did Brinckloe want us to understand? 
 ◆  Collect children’s thinking strips. Assess (not evaluate) what students learned and thought about. 

 ➔  Shared Reading/Poetry Lesson  : Grade 1- Insect Unit: Poems
 ◆  We always begin by echo reading the poem. By this time in the week, depending on the difficulty of the poem, sometimes students are able to lead the 

 reading, other times I am still reading it first. 
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 ◆  Then, we go on a word wall hunt. This is an easy way to interact with the text. We look for all of the word wall words in our poem notebooks and circle 
 them in blue. Some poems definitely have more than others but as I explain to my kids-word wall words are everywhere so it's important we know and 
 recognize them! Again one student is always the leader on the SMART- Board and this time another student uses a pointer to point to the word wall 
 words on our actual word wall as we find them. 

 ●  Read “  If You Catch A Firefly  .  ” Students Echo Read. 
 ●  (Second half of the year students can lead the echo reading) 
 ●  Repeat  this a Second Time 
 ●  Students look and circle/highlight word wall words with blue crayon 

 Learning Assessments:  (How will teachers monitor student  learning throughout the lesson?) 
 ●  Checks for understanding 
 ●  Daily Instructional Task 
 ●  Key Teacher Questions Posed 
 ●  Student reflection 

 Differentiation: 
 ●  Key vocabulary terms and definitions can be provided to students 

 ahead of time in order to better comprehend the text as they read 
 independently. 

 ●  Discussing, clarifying, and breaking down the language of the 
 learning targets to ensure comprehension 

 ●  Present questions for students to see on the board as they are 
 discussed with the class 

 ●  Chunking the text into smaller sections for deeper analysis 
 ●  Ask students to periodically self-assess their own learning to give an 

 idea of how much they accomplished over the course of the lesson 

 Possible Misconceptions: 
 ●  If students have never caught fireflies, share a story of when you caught them. 

 Teacher Notes: 
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 Lesson 19 

 Grade: 1  Unit: Insects  Instructional Days: 2 

 Learning Intentions  Success Criteria 

 ●  I am learning what the words, flicker, soaring and thrust, mean. 
 ●  I am learning how to compare two texts that discuss the same topic. 
 ●  I am learning about poetry. 

 ●  I can correctly select one of the new words to complete a statement. 
 ●  I can use evidence from each text to explain how they are different from one 

 another. 
 ●  I can echo read and find rhyming words in a poem. (Day 1) 
 ●  I can echo/choral read and illustrate a poem. (Day 2) 

 NJSLS Standards 

 ●  RL.CR.1.1. Ask and answer questions about key details in a literary text e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 ●  RL.CI.1.2. Determine central message and retell a sequence of events in literary texts (e.g., who, what, where, when, why, how). 
 ●  RL.TS.1.4. With prompting and support, explain major differences between books that tell stories and books that give information recognizing organization and 

 features of literary texts (e.g., follows a storyline, chronology of events, interprets illustrations) while drawing on a wide reading of a range of text types. 
 ●  RL.CT.1.8. Identify similarities in and differences between two literary texts on the same topic (e.g., characters, experiences, illustrations, descriptions, or 

 procedures). 
 ●  SL.PE.1.1. Participate in collaborative conversations with diverse partners about grade 1 topics and texts with peers and adults in small and larger groups. 

 (Students may discuss possible  solutions to local and global problems caused by severe weather with peers and adults.) 
 ●  W.SE.1.6. With guidance and support from adults, gather and select information from multiple sources to answer a question or write about a topic. 
 ●  W.AW.1.1. With prompts and support, write opinion pieces on a topic or texts. 
 ●  W.IW.1.2. With prompts and support, write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas and information. (Students may compose text that 

 explains how plants and animals can change their environment.) 
 ●  L.RF.1.4. Read with sufficient accuracy and fluency to support comprehension. 
 ●  L.RF.1.3. Know and apply grade-level phonics and word analysis skills in decoding words. 

 Key Instructional Practices 

 Key Teacher Questions Posed During the Lesson: 

 ●  What’s happening in the story? 
 ●  Now what’s he doing? Have you done something like this? 
 ●  What did he just do? 
 ●  What happened after he ran out the door? 

 Culminating Writing Task: Comparative Writing 
 ◆  Tell students that: One of the great things about books is that books 

 remind us sometimes of our lives but they can also remind us of other 
 stories and texts! For example, a story like The Little Red Hen reminds 
 me of Three Little Pigs because they have so many things that are the 
 same, or in common. They both have animals as characters, they both 
 show how working hard is a good thing, and they both teach a lesson. I 
 like to think about how stories I have read are similar, the same, and 
 different to each other as I read. 
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 ●  My ears rang with crickets, and my eyes stung from staring too long. 
 What is he describing? Have you been outside at night and 
 experienced something like this? 

 ●  What do you think he will do with the fireflies that he caught? What 
 would you do? 

 ●  What did you picture in your mind? 
 ●  What emotion is he feeling now? What do you think he will do? What 

 would you do? 
 ●  What emotion is he feeling now? 
 ●  Would you do the same thing that the boy does at the end of the story? 

 Why or why not? 

 ◆  How is Fireflies by Bryant different from Fireflies by Brinckloe ? 
 ◆  Use evidence from each text to support your answer. 
 ◆  An example of an answer: 

 ●  Fireflies by Bryant gives information about fireflies. For 
 example, it tells about the firefly’s body and why it glows. 
 Fireflies by Brinckloe is a story about a boy who catches 
 fireflies one night and how he learns he must let them go if they 
 are to live. 

 Vocabulary: 
 ●  flicker 
 ●  soaring 
 ●  thrust 

 Learning Resources/Materials: 
 ●  Digital Copy of Book: Fireflies!

 Learning Procedures: 

 ➔  Reread the Text and Discussion 
 ◆  Briefly reintroduce the book: “As you listen to the story again today I want you to be thinking about whether you would do the same thing the boy does at 

 the end of the story. Why or why not?” 
 ◆  Read pages 1-3. Ask the children, “What’s happening in the story?” Discuss ‘fireflies’. 
 ◆  Show illustration on page 3. 
 ◆  Read pages 4-6. Ask the children, “Now what’s he doing? Have you done something like this?” 
 ◆  Read page 7. Ask, “What did he just do?” Show illustration page 6-7. 
 ◆  Read pages 8-9. Ask the children, “What happened after he ran out the door?” 
 ◆  Read page 10. In the story it says, “My ears rang with crickets, and my eyes stung from staring too long.” What is he describing? Have you been outside 

 at night and experienced something like this? 
 ◆  Read page 11 and show the illustration. Discuss 
 ◆  Read pages 12-15. Ask the children, “What do you think he will do with the fireflies that he caught? What would you do?” 
 ◆  Show pages 14-15. Discuss 
 ◆  Read pages 16-19. Ask the children, “What did you picture in your mind?” 
 ◆  Show illustrations on 18 and 19. Discuss 
 ◆  Read page 20. Ask the children, “Describe how he has been feeling so far in the book and give an example.” 
 ◆  Read page 21 and show the illustration. 
 ◆  Read page 22. In the book it says, “I tried to swallow, but something in my throat would not go down.” “What is he thinking and feeling here?” 
 ◆  Read 23 and show the illustration. Discuss 

 497 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/13vNI_WIrPs43DMwlASjDKIlnXaj0cv8Pq904Rsniqyo/edit?usp=drive_link


 ◆  Read page 24. Ask the children, “What emotion is he feeling now? What do you think he will do? What would you do?” 
 ◆  Read page 25 and show the illustration. Discuss 
 ◆  Read pages 26-27 and show the illustrations. Discuss 
 ◆  Read the last page and ask, “What emotion is he feeling now?” 
 ◆  After finishing the book, return to the initial question presented to the class: “Would you do the same thing that the boy does at the end of the story? Why 

 or why not?” 

 ➔  Direct Vocabulary Instruction of the Tier 2 Words 
 ◆  Target word:  flicker 

 ●  In the story, something flickered there . . .it flickered again, over near the fence.” 
 ●  Flicker means a quick moving light; to flutter; or if something moves unsteadily. 
 ●  Say the word with me: flicker.” 
 ●  The flame flickered in the wind. I saw a shadow flicker on the wall as I was walking through the haunted house. The light from the campfire 

 flickered in the night.” 
 ●  Tell about something that you have seen flicker. Try to use flicker when you tell about it. You could start by saying something like “I saw a 

 __________ flicker when I was ___________.” 
 ●  “What’s the word we’ve been talking about?” ‘flicker’ 

 ◆  Target word:  soaring 
 ●  “The story says the fireflies were “. . . soaring high above my head, making circles around the moon, like stars dancing.” 
 ●  “Soaring means to sail or hover in the air; to fly very high in the sky.” 
 ●  “Say the word with me: soaring.” 
 ●  When you go to Manhattan look up in the sky, you might see a red tailed hawk soaring in the clouds. If you’re outside you might see planes 

 soaring over the city. 
 ●  Tell about something that you have seen soaring in the sky. Try to use soaring when you tell about it. You could start by saying something like “I 

 saw a ________ soaring in the _____________.” 
 ●  “What’s the word we’ve been talking about?” ‘soaring’ 

 ◆  Target word:  thrust 
 ●  “In the story the boy tells us, “I thrust my hand into the jar and spread it open.” 
 ●  “Thrust means to push something suddenly and hard.” 
 ●  “Say the word with me: thrust.” 
 ●  “When it’s just before dinner and you want a cookie you might be thrusting your hand into the cookie jar before your parent catches you and tells 

 you to put it back!” 
 ●  At your baseball game you need to thrust out your baseball glove to catch a ball fast.” 
 ●  “Tell about something that you have done when you thrust something hard and fast. Try to use thrust when you tell about it. You could start by 

 saying something like “I thrust opened the _________ to ____________.” 
 ●  “What’s the word we’ve been talking about?” ‘thrust’ 
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 ◆  I’m going to say some statements. I will give you two of our new words to choose from. You tell me which new word makes more sense with the 
 statement. 

 ●  If you had a fish on your fishing line would you need to thrust out the net or flicker out the net to catch it? 
 ●  On a dark and stormy night would the candlelight flicker on the wall or soar up into the sky? 
 ●  If you were catching fireflies would you be soaring out your hand to catch them or thrusting out your hand? 
 ●  If you were looking at a bird climbing into the sky would it be soaring or flickering? 

 ◆  Maintain all three words by asking the children to give examples or explanations: 
 ●  Show us how you would thrust out your hand to catch something and tell us what you are catching. 
 ●  Compare a lightning bolt to a candle and tell how they flicker. 
 ●  Show us how you would look if you were a hawk soaring over the city and tell us what you would see down below. 

 ◆  Maintain by helping children add to their networks of related words: 
 ●  If somebody is soaring in a plane what would you see when you look out the window? 
 ●  When you see a moth flickering close to a light bulb what does it do? 
 ●  How does a new shoot on a plant thrust itself through the soil as it grows? 

 ◆  Assess: 
 ●  “Let’s think about all three of our new words again: flicker, soaring, thrust. 

 ○  Which of these would be a flickering flame – a light that goes out or a light that flu[ers back and forth? 
 ○  Which of these would be soaring in the sky – an eagle and a kite or a penguin and a seal? 
 ○  What means almost the same as thrust – poke or pull? 

 ➔  Culminating Writing Task: Comparative Writing 
 ◆  Tell students that: One of the great things about books is that it reminds us sometimes of our lives but they can also remind us of other stories and texts! 

 For example, a story like The Little Red Hen reminds me of Three Little Pigs because they have so many things that are the same, or in common. They 
 both have animals as characters, they both show how working hard is a good thing, and they both teach a lesson. I like to think about how stories I have 
 read are similar, the same, and different to each other as I read. 

 ◆  How is Fireflies by Bryant different from Fireflies? 
 ◆  Use evidence from each text to support your answer. 
 ◆  An example of an answer: 

 ●  Fireflies by Bryant gives information about fireflies. For example, it tells about the firefly’s body and why it glows. Fireflies by Brinckloe is a story 
 about a boy who catches fireflies one night and how he learns he must let them go if they are to live. 

 ➔  After Unit is Complete: Last Write 
 ◆  Now that you have completed the unit, invite each student to take a piece of paper and complete a Last Write, which is a simple list of words they can 

 think of that connects to the topic of insects. 
 ◆  Compare how many topical words were added to each student's list at the beginning of the unit and the end of the unit. 

 ➔  Shared Reading/Poetry Lesson:  Day 1 Grade 1- Insect Unit: Poems
 ◆  We begin by echo reading the poem. 
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 ◆  Next, we find rhyming words throughout our poems. We discuss if words are patterned or not. We also talk about words that look alike and sound alike 
 and try to think of other words to go with these word patterns.I always find myself saying..."if you know how to read and write the word _____ then you 
 know how to read and write SO many other words!" As my kids are circling their words (this time in orange) directly in their poem notebooks, a student 
 leader is doing it on the SMARTBoard for other kids to see. 

 ●  Student chooses from the “READ READ READ Box  ” (This  is a box filled with silly ways to read things) 
 ●  We read “  If you Catch A Firefly  .” in a silly way 
 ●  Listen for rhyming words and highlight them in orange. 

 ➔  Shared Reading/Poetry Lesson:  Day 2 Grade 1- Insect Unit: Poems
 ◆  We illustrate and continue practicing our fluency. 
 ◆  All week we discuss "visualizing" the poem as we read it. Throughout the week we talk about some of the pictures students are creating in their minds. 
 ◆  This is the time when students get to put their pictures in their mind down on paper. 

 ●  Choral or Partner Read “  If You Catch a Firefly  .” 
 ●  Students have 10 Minutes to Illustrate the Poem. 
 ●  Continue to practice fluency with early finishers by partner reading the poem or use programs (like Garage Band, or app) to record reading. 

 Learning Assessments:  (How will teachers monitor student  learning throughout the lesson?) 
 ●  Checks for understanding 
 ●  Daily Instructional Task 
 ●  Key Teacher Questions Posed 
 ●  Student reflection 

 Differentiation: 
 ●  Key vocabulary terms and definitions can be provided to students 

 ahead of time in order to better comprehend the text as they read 
 independently. 

 ●  Discussing, clarifying, and breaking down the language of the 
 learning targets to ensure comprehension 

 ●  Present questions for students to see on the board as they are 
 discussed with the class 

 ●  Chunking the text into smaller sections for deeper analysis 
 ●  Ask students to periodically self-assess their own learning to give an 

 idea of how much they accomplished over the course of the lesson 

 Possible Misconceptions: 
 ●  Use a venn diagram to help students gather ideas on how the books are similar 

 and different. 

 Teacher Notes: 
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